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DESIGNED FOR: History 4337: Germany and National Socialism: 1918-1945 (Texas State) 
Course Type: This is an advanced survey course of German history and the Nazi movement 
covering the Weimar Republic, Hitler’s rise to power, everyday life in Nazi Germany in peace 
and war, and the Shoah and its legacy. It is primarily a lecture class with some extended 
discussions, such as this one. 
Course Enrollment/Size: Class varies from 25 to 50 students and can be used for either size. 
Student Composition: There are no prerequisites for the class, but as an upper level class we 
hope (but cannot demand) that students have at least taken Western Civ. or its equivalent. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT BACKGROUND, GOALS, AND DESIGN: 
 
This assignment was first developed by Dr. Corinna Treitel at Washington University, St. Louis. 
I have made changes, but she deserves the credit for the initial idea. In my class, the assignment 
offers an opportunity for students to try to imaginatively work through the political realities of 
Weimar in the throes of the Great Depression. The main point is for the students to be able to 
grasp the degree to which the Reichstag was deadlocked in the early months of 1930, thus 
making the invocation of Article 48 in March (and the ensuing election) more comprehensible. 
Ideally, the students come away from the exercise with an understanding of legislative deadlock.  
Prior to doing this exercise, the students would have had specific lectures and readings about the 
economic and political situation of Germany in the crucial period between 1928 and early 1930.  
 
In a smaller class, I assign students to parties in equal numbers. In large classes, I tend to assign 
students to political parties to keep the rough proportions those parties would have had as a 
result of the 1928 elections. For a class of 50, as an example, about 7 in the KPD, 17 in the SPD, 
12 in the Center/DDP, 10 in the DNVP, and 4 in the NSDAP. That of course means fewer 
students in the parties on the far left or right whilst the bulk represent more centrist parties. The 
individual written portion of the assignment is there to allow everyone to make an independent 
case whether or not they have the opportunity to speak in class. The assignment grade is based 
primarily on the written portion of the assignment, with extra credit offered to those who do well 
in the in-class portion. That also means that those who do not like to speak in class still have the 
opportunity to get full credit. 
 
This exercise runs very much along the lines of the Reacting to the Past game for Weimar (under 
development as of 2020). It is, however designed for one class period only. Please also note that 
while one can see this as a role-playing game, it may be advisable to try to keep things a step or 
two back from that; in their enthusiasm, students can get carried away and since 2016, that has 
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meant that I now specifically instruct those students assigned to the far-right parties to be very 
aware of not replicating the language of the parties they are “representing” in class. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT:  It is February 1930. You are a member of the Reichstag and have been asked 
to speak to this national body on the question of how your party views Germany's present 
problems. In the opinion of your party, what are these problems? What are their causes? What 
should be done about them? Strive to present a case based on evidence (i.e., do not merely make 
assertions that repeat slogans). Once each party has presented its platform, we will debate the 
question “Germany, what now?” 
 
There are two separate elements to this assignment: 

1. You must work with your assigned political party (no swapping!). Read the relevant texts 
about your party’s platform and general political position and consider both in light of 
what you have already learned about Weimar. 

2. Before class: submit a 1 to 2-page discussion of your individual ideas of how to answer 
the question “Germany, what now?” from the perspective of your assigned party as of 
February 1930. From that viewpoint, what are the best solutions to help Germany back on 
to the “right” (in the view of your party) path? All sources cited should be properly 
marked. This portion of the assignment is due before class. Take into account chronology 
and political substance for your particular party. 

3. During class: Discuss the question with the rest of your group and develop a presentation 
of not more than 5 minutes to present to the class answering the same question. (Be sure 
to spend some time working out possible criticisms for the other parties’ positions as well 
as designating your speakers because there will be a debate after the presentations). You 
will have 20 minutes to prepare in class but remember that the class site has a discussion 
board where you can hash out strategy in prior to the meeting. 

4. All positions are then to be (politely) attacked! During both the speeches and the 
debate, please be sure not to use racist or antisemitic language – this is an 
opportunity to put yourself in the shoes of Germans living in 1930, but your fellow 
students still deserve your respect and care. 

5. Parties (students will be assigned to parties): KPD (Communists), SPD (Social 
Democrats), Center / DDP (Catholic Center/German People’s Party and “Left Liberals”), 
DNVP (German Nationalist People’s Party or “Conservatives”), NSDAP (Nazis) 

6. In-class prep 20 minutes; presentations 25 minutes (5 for each party); discussion 
remainder of class 

 
 
SOURCES AND RESOURCES: 
 
Source material for this exercise may be found in: 
1. Anton Kaes, Martin Jay and Edward Dimendberg, Eds. The Weimar Republic Sourcebook 

(University of California Press, 1995) 40-51, 104-105, 112-116, and 124-126 [includes party 
platforms of most but not all of the above listed parties (DNVP difficult to pin down from 
this text) as well as other short pieces that help students get the sense of each party’s political 
context]. 
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2. Robert Goodrich, Democracy in Crisis: Germany, 1929-1932 (Reacting to the Past, under 
development as of 2020) http://reactingconsortiumlibrary.org/games-in-development [based 
on a 2018 draft version of this game, the background materials for each party were superb] 

3. “The Political Parties in the Weimar Republic,” Historical Exhibition presented by the 
German Bundestag, last modified March 2006, 
https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/189776/01b7ea57531a60126da86e2d5c5dbb78/parti
es_weimar_republic-data.pdf 

4. NSDAP 25 Points, The Avalon Project (Yale University) 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/1708-ps.asp  

 
 

 

 


